Causes of Death in the US

Actual Cause



  1990


  2000
Tobacco




400,000

435,000

Poor diet, physical inactivity

300,000

400,000

Alcohol consumption


100,000

  85,000

Microbial agents

 

 90,000

  75,000

Toxic agents


  

 60,000

  55,000

Motor vehicle



 25,000

  43,000

Firearms


  

 35,000

  29,000

Sexual behavior

  

 30,000

  20,000

Illicit drug use



 20,000

  17,000


Leading Causes of Death in the US in 2000

Heart Disease







710,760

Malignant neoplasm






553,091

Cerebrovascular disease






167,661

Chronic lower respiratory tract disease



122,009

Unintentional injuries






  97,900
Diabetes mellitus







  65,313
Influenza and pneumonia






  49,558
Alzheimer disease







  37,251
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, nephrosis



  31,224
Septicemia








  31,224
Other









499,283
source: 
Journal of the American Medical Association, vol. 291, No. 10, pps  1238-1245, 2004
Causes of Death Worldwide

Unsafe water, poor sanitation & hygiene



1.7 million

Indoor smoke







1.6 million

Malaria








1.2 million

Urban air pollution







800,000

Unintentional acute poisoning





355,000

Climate change







150,000

source:

WHO Health and Environment Linkages Initiative

http://www.who.int/heli/risks/en/

